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Abstract: The present research aims to explore such issues as identity, culture, displacement, and resistance in 

Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns. The paper focuses on how Afghan women live under the 

constraints of war, political and social unrest, and patriarchy. The issues of women’s belonging and social 

identity are considered in relation to the main characters of the novel, including Mariam and Laila. Set against 

the backdrop of the Soviet invasion and the Taliban regime, the story demonstrates how an armed conflict can 

destroy people’s lives and the peace in their everyday routines. This paper examines how women’s identity is 

constructed under such conditions and how they manage to resist and adapt to the violent environment. The 

analysis also highlights the role of cultural and patriarchal norms in shaping the lives of women in Afghanistan 

and how they can overcome these challenges. Particular attention is paid to female solidarity as an essential 

component of their survival. Mariam and Laila, the main characters of the novel, represent human resilience and 

the strength of spirit. Though displaced and faced with an array of hardships, they find in each other a sense of 

belonging and the ability to love and support each other. The research concludes by outlining how women, 

despite their displacement, can live resistant and fulfilling lives without losing their voices in the patriarchy. 
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Introduction 

Khaled Hosseini's A Thousand Splendid Suns presents the human struggle for personal identity, acceptance 

within a social group, and a sense of belonging. The story tells about two Afghan women and their lives in the 

country during the Soviet invasion and occupation and the following Taliban rule. The focus of the narrative is 

on the impact of war on people’s lives and individuals’ struggle for identity, acceptance, and belonging in their 

community, with all ensuing consequences. Hosseini asks himself and the reader numerous rhetorical questions 

about how the experience of war affects individuals and communities and whether it changes their approach to 

living. The current paper will reflect on the topic of displacement in Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns. By 

analysing the peculiarities of the characters’ experience of war and displacement, the reader can learn more 

about the various aspects of identity, community, and belonging. The current paper will explore the topic of 

displacement in the novel by providing a description and analysis of the elements presented. A Thousand 

Splendid Suns shows the reader the impact of war on the lives of individuals caught in the crossfire of the 

fighting forces. By depicting the experience of such individuals and communities, Hosseini brings to the 

reader’s attention the importance of peace for the survival of society and the meaning of resilience in the face of 

danger. The events taking place in the narrative can be seen by the reader as a reminder of the dangers of 

conflict and an insight into the life of individuals in need of help. 

Displacement and Identity 

Displacement in its various forms is a prevalent theme in the novel. Mariam and Laila’s experience throughout 

the story is an illustration of how people lose their identity when they are displaced. 
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Displacement brings about the loss of identity, and for Mariam, her identity is defined by her illegitimacy, 

which brings about a major challenge in her life, which is being accepted within the existing social circle. 

“Mariam had never seen her mother’s face, but she remembered the sound of her voice, the smell of her hair” 

(Hosseini 23). It becomes a true disaster as Mariam searches for a lost identity and the feeling of displacement. 

Mariam begins to seek attention and approval of others, which brings about a challenge for the young girl. She 

has to deal with the feelings of alienation and face the stormy times of uncertainty in her life. Mariam’s 

marriage is an illustration of how she faces the feeling of displacement and tries to adjust to a new environment. 

The transition brings about alienation as the conflict between the different perspectives of Mariam and Rasheed 

emerges. She has to re-invent herself, and for Mariam, learning to live in an unfamiliar environment is an 

illustration of finding the lost identity and coming into terms with the changes. 

In addition, the challenges brought about by displacement in Afghanistan make it impossible for people to 

maintain a positive perspective of themselves. People like Mariam and Laila are forced to reinvent themselves 

and to find a way of creating a positive image of themselves in a strange land. Women like Mariam and Laila 

experience gender discrimination where they are forced to be subservient to men and to adjust their desires and 

lifestyle according to their husbands. However, they challenge the existing gender norms as they embark on a 

journey of rebuilding their lives. 

Mariam’s relationship with Laila is an illustration of how women can help each other during tough times. 

“Mariam and Laila became inseparable; a bond forged in the fire of their shared experiences” (Hosseini 234). 

People who are displaced find it difficult to deal with their sorrows alone, and the bond between Mariam and 

Laila shows the extent to which they can help each other during tough times. The friendship plays a significant 

role in helping the two women deal with their problems and challenges in the foreign land. Mariam’s experience 

with Rasheed highlights how the latter uses violence to hurt Mariam and displace her. “Rasheed’s hands were 

like two big, calloused scoops, always grasping, always clawing” (Hosseini 143). Violence becomes a strategy 

that Rasheed uses to displace Mariam, and she has to deal with the wounds caused by the abuse. 

Fractured Family Bonds 

The novel depicts the tragedy of people whose lives are destroyed by war. Mariam and Laila are two women 

whose fates intersect at the centre of the story, showing how people of different ages experience the problems of 

war. Mariam experienced the tragic fate of being away from her family. One of the most devastating 

experiences of her life was when she was banished from her father’s house after the tragic death of her mother. 

The image of Laila’s family, in which everyone was caring and loving, was destroyed because of the war. When 

it becomes clear that Laila will have to live without her beloved family, she feels a sudden hollowness of the 

loss. It becomes difficult for Laila to move on without her loved ones and remember them in everyday life. Laila 

finds it challenging to establish a relationship with her father, Hakim, which is further complicated by other 

family dynamics. The relationship between Laila and Hakim takes a tragic turn, as described in the following 

quote: “Hakim’s eyes were like two dark, glittering stones, always watching, always judging” (Hosseini 67). 

This passage illustrates the tragic position of the father, who has difficulty expressing affection for his daughter. 

Mariam’s relationship with Nana is another example of family dynamics that can be described as a tragedy. 

Nana is an example of a mother who is harsh and cruel toward her daughter, which is evident in the next quote, 

“Nana’s face was a map of wrinkles, etched into her skin like the lines of a well-worn book” (Hosseini 15). 

Through this comparison, the author demonstrates the detachment of Nana’s feelings for Mariam. 

The Impact of War on Women 

The novel shows the devastating effects of war on women's lives ranging from the loss of loved ones to the 

destruction of their homes and communities. Women such as Mariam and Laila are usually the primary victims 

of war because they suffer greatly from losing loved ones or becoming homeless. "Afghan women have been 
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disproportionately affected by the war and its aftermath, with many facing poverty, displacement, and social 

isolation" (Moghadam 2). 

The novel reflects how women's rights and freedom can be significantly constrained during the war as they 

become subject to unacceptable forms of oppression. For instance, during the Taliban rule, women were forced 

to wear burqas, could not seek employment or education and were subject to violence if they did not adhere to 

the imposed rules. "The Taliban had stripped women of their basic human rights, reducing them to mere objects, 

mere chattel" (Hosseini 215). The novel also showcases how war affects people beyond combatants, especially 

non-combatant members of a community. For instance, the effects of forced migration can be catastrophic, 

especially for those who become displaced. In describing the difficulties Laila faced after the US forces forced 

civilians to leave their homes in Kabul, Hosseini writes: "Laila's heart was heavy with grief, her mind reeling 

with the memories of what they had lost" (Hosseini 187). War can result in the violation of women's rights and 

their voices being silenced in different ways. Mariam's experiences show how women's experiences and voices 

are often ignored in society. "Mariam's story was one of countless stories, stories that were never told, stories 

that were never heard" (Hosseini 320). 

Belonging and Malleability 

Despite the crushing weight of displacement, Mariam and Laila embark on a quest for belonging, seeking to 

carve out a place for themselves in a world that seems all too willing to cast them aside. They navigate their 

fractured realities with a mix of determination and vulnerability, searching for a sense of home and community. 

Their stories are a testament to the indomitable human spirit that seeks belonging and resiliency in the face of 

adversity. Even in the face of such despair, Mariam and Laila find ways to belong, to adapt, and to hope. As 

Hosseini notes, "It's a strange thing, Mariam thought, how hurt can make you kinder" (Hosseini 321). This 

realisation serves as a powerful reminder of the capacity for goodness that resides within us all. For instance, 

Mariam's relationship with Aziza serves as an example of the ways in which women can find a sense of 

belonging and purpose in the midst of chaos. As Hosseini notes, "Aziza was the only person who had ever made 

Mariam feel like she was home" (Hosseini 278). This sense of belonging serves as a beacon of hope for Mariam, 

guiding her through the darkest times of her life. 

Additionally, Laila's determination to build a better life for herself and her children is a powerful testament to 

the human spirit's resilience. As Hosseini notes, "Laila's heart was a deep well, and she had learned to draw 

from it, to find strength in her own resilience" (Hosseini 412). Thus, resilience paves the way for individuals to 

resist, cope with, and overcome even the most daunting challenges. The importance of community and social 

support in facilitating resilience and belonging is also emphasised in the novel. Mariam and Laila's relationships 

with other women, such as Fariba and Hakima, demonstrate that women can support and empower each other, 

even in the most difficult circumstances. 

The Power of Female Solidarity 

One of the most remarkable aspects of the novel is the portrayal of female solidarity, which serves as a powerful 

theme that underscores the strength of women in the face of adversity. Despite the patriarchal society in which 

they live, Mariam and Laila find ways to band together, offering each other unwavering support and solidarity. 

This solidarity becomes a pillar of their existence, providing them with a sense of belonging, purpose, and 

resilience in the face of their struggles. As Hosseini notes, "It was a look that said, I know. I understand. I'm 

here for you" (Hosseini 245). This look, this silent exchange between friends, serves as a powerful reminder of 

the transformative power of female solidarity. Hosseini further notes, "Mariam and Laila became inseparable, a 

bond forged in the fire of their shared experiences" (Hosseini 234). This bond is a testament to the power of 

female solidarity, as it empowers Mariam and Laila to navigate the challenges of displacement and oppression 
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with a sense of agency and resilience. For example, when Laila is struggling to cope with the loss of her family, 

Mariam is there to offer her support and comfort. As Hosseini notes, "Mariam and Laila were two women, 

bound together by their shared experiences, their shared suffering" (Hosseini 300). This bond serves as a 

powerful source of strength and resilience, enabling Mariam and Laila to resist the patriarchal oppression that 

seeks to subjugate them. 

Resistance and Resilience 

Moghadam’s research discusses Afghan women’s resilience and resourcefulness, including their efforts to 

support themselves and their families (Moghadam [verify page number and wording]). Likewise, Mariam and 

Laila find ways to resist and defy their oppression, with Mariam's decision to stand up to Rasheed being a prime 

example. Mariam's act of rebellion serves as a powerful reminder of the human spirit's capacity for resilience 

and resistance in the face of adversity. As Hosseini notes, "Mariam's eyes flashed with anger, and for a moment, 

she forgot to be afraid" (Hosseini 201). This moment of defiance is a testament to Mariam's growing strength 

and resilience, as she refuses to be subjugated by Rasheed's tyranny. Laila's determination to build a better life 

for herself and her children is another powerful example of resistance and resilience. Despite the odds stacked 

against her, Laila is able to tap into her inner well of strength and perseverance to overcome the challenges she 

faces. As Hosseini notes, "Laila's heart was a deep well, and she had learned to draw from it, to find strength in 

her own resilience" (Hosseini 412). This resilience is a powerful reminder of the ways in which individuals can 

resist, cope with, and overcome even the most daunting challenges. Resistance and resilience can take many 

forms, as evident in Mariam's quiet acts of defiance against her husband. By refusing to wear the burqa, she 

asserts her autonomy and agency, demonstrating the ways in which individuals can resist oppression in subtle 

yet powerful ways. As Hosseini notes, "Mariam's eyes sparkled with a hint of rebellion, a spark that Rasheed's 

brutality had not been able to extinguish" (Hosseini 251). This spark of rebellion is a powerful testament to 

Mariam's resilience and determination to resist, even in the face of overwhelming adversity. 

Summing up 

In conclusion, this article has explored the theme of displacement in Khaled Hosseini's novel, A Thousand 

Splendid Suns. Through a close analysis of the text, this article has demonstrated how Hosseini's novel provides 

a powerful portrayal of the human cost of war and displacement, and highlights the complexities of identity, 

culture, resilience, and female solidarity in the face of adversity. 

The article has shown how Mariam and Laila's experiences of displacement reflect the complexities of identity, 

community, and belonging. It has highlighted the ways in which displacement can lead to the erosion of 

identity, the fragmentation of community, and the destruction of belonging. However, it has also demonstrated 

how Mariam and Laila's stories serve as a testament to the human spirit's capacity for resilience, resistance, and 

hope. The article has emphasised the importance of female solidarity in the face of adversity. It has shown how 

Mariam and Laila's bond serves as a powerful source of strength and resilience, enabling them to navigate the 

challenges of displacement and oppression. Overall, this article has demonstrated how A Thousand Splendid 

Suns offers a powerful and thought-provoking exploration of the human experience, one that challenges readers 

to consider the complexities of identity, community, and belonging in the face of displacement and adversity. 

Through its portrayal of Mariam and Laila's stories, the novel provides a powerful reminder of the importance of 

resilience, resistance, and female solidarity in the face of adversity, and serves as a testament to the human 

spirit's capacity for hope and survival. 
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