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Abstract: The two World Wars of the 20 th century were events that reconstituted the global political
framework changing the course of power, the system of government and international relations. The First World
War (1914-1918) undermined empires and created new nation-states as well as providing a basis of
multilateralism in the form of the League of Nations. The Second World War (1939-1945) contributed to the
demise of the colonial empires, established the United States and the Soviet Union as superpowers and
reorganized global politics in the United Nations and the Cold War regime. This article evaluates critically the
consequences of the wars in terms of destroying the traditional imperial powers, the emergence of
decolonization, and new partnerships as well as furnishing the basis of existing international systems including
NATO, EU, and United Nations. The analysis of the catalytic role of the wars on political restructuring on the
global front is done through historical review and statistical enumeration.
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Introduction:

World wars of the XX century were not only battles; they were landmarks of world history which totally
transformed the interactions between countries. The Great War was the First World War (1914-1918) due to the
involvement of many countries on such a big scale in Europe, Asia and Africa. Out of this war emerged the fall
of ancient empires, the Austro- Hungarian and the Ottoman Empires and compelled the world to contemplate
about establishing international systems of peace- keeping, the resultant being the League of Nations.

Available online at https://psvmkendra.com 1174



L

ANUSANDHANVALLARI

ISSN: 2229-3388

4

a

But this peace was not very long-lasting. Only 20 years later the Second World War (19391945) erupted. This
war was more devastating embracing almost all major countries of the globe. It culminated with enormous
political shifts and the decline of such global powers and colonialists like Britain and France and the rise of the
United States and the Soviet Union to international prominence. The second World War has also led to the
establishment of the United Nations (UN) which was dependent to uphold peace in the world and avert future
occurrence of such a big-scale war.

World War Il =
1939-1945

The two wars had an extensive impact on the political geography of the entire world. Colonial communities
started to require independence and the process of decolonization in Asia, Africa, and Middle East emerged.
Alliances like NATO and later European Union were also joined as a response to wars. The shift of power in the
world changed from Europe to new superpowers, the pretext of the Cold War between the USA and the USSR.

Concisely, the two World Wars redefined the global politics in numerous ways. They destroyed the era of the
mighty European empires and established new independent states, as well as promoted the establishment of the
international organizations to settle conflicts peacefully. The paper will examine how the wars themselves were
able to spur political redesign and how they were able to provide the blueprint of the contemporary order that
currently exists in the world.

Literature Review:

Bipan Chandra, Mukherjee, and Mukherjee [1] in India After Independence justify how the political and social
life of India was established after 1947 and how the outcomes of the World Wars had preconditioned the process
of Indian freedom and its place in world politics. Sarkar [2] has also examined nationalist movements and some
current problems, and connects them with shifts in political thought that were caused by war and colonial
struggles. Brown [3] emphasised on the political career of Nehru, who was much linked to the independence of
India after the WWII and the moulding of a modern India in the new world order. Tan and Roy [4] investigated
the role of Indian army during the time of British rule withering away and Tan [5] in another publication
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focusing on military and society in Punjab both of whom laboured to describe how the wars changed the army
and politics in India.

Roy [6] described how the role of India in the First World War had changed, and it was transformed between
mere support to a stronger nationalist sentiment as it rose up as an outcome of war. Mukherjee [7] examined the
political ideologies of Gandhi and how it related to colonialism, an ideology that intensified during post war era.
Khan [8] has provided a people history of WWII, which describes the everyday men and women who impacted
and were affected by the war. Raghavan [9] provided a concrete history of India during WWII and how it
contributed to making modem south Asia. In the same sense, Roy [10] wrote about the role that India played in
the Second World War and its international implications.

Das Gupta and Basu [11] analyzed the process of decolonization whereby the independence of India as a result
of the end of WWII influenced the politics of other colonial territories. Once again, Khan [12] emphasized the
transformation of the Indian social and political life during WWIIL. Roy [13] compares the Indian Army during
the colonial era and relates it to the global wars. Roy also clarified how the struggle of independence and the
change in the political dimensions of the world due to the end of WWII shaped a new world order [14]. Lastly,
Raghavan [15] argued that the Second World War did not only mild India but it was also instrumental in shaping
up the political edifice of modern South Asia.

Objectives of the Study:

e To study the impact of the First and Second World Wars on Indials political and social structures.

e To understand how the participation of India in the World Wars influenced its freedom struggle and
nationalist movements.

e To examine the role of the World Wars in shaping Indial s position in global political structures after
independence.

Hypothesis:

The hypothesis of the study is that through the participation in the World Wars, India was greatly transformed in
terms of political systems, and it speeded its independence, leading to the transformation in its future roles in
global politics.

Research Methodology:
This paper adapts a mixed subliminal approach of both qualitative and quantitative research:

e Method Qualitative - Historical and political study of the first and second world war based on
secondary material of books, journals and other government reports.

e Quantitative Method - Collection of numerical data on the number of sovereign states, colonial
territories and memberships in international organizations prior to the wars and after the wars.

e Data analysis [ Describing the data is done using descriptive statistical methods (Mean, Median,
Standard Deviation). The process of hypothesis testing is achieved through a comparative numerical
method to test that the World Wars had significant impact on the global political restructuring.
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Raw Data Used:
e Number of Sovereign States: 59 (Pre-WW1I), 77 (Post-WWI), 100 (Post-WWII)
e  Colonial Territories: 130 (Pre-WWI), 110 (Post-WWI), 60 (Post-WWII)

e International Organization Memberships: 0 (Pre-WWTI), 42 (League of Nations), 51 (UN at founding)

Indicator Data Set Mean | Median | Standard Deviation
Sovereign States 59,77,100 | 78.67 | 77 20.55
Colonial Territories 130, 110, 60 | 100 110 35.59
International Memberships | 0, 42, 51 31 42 25.61

Analysis of Descriptive Statistics

The mean of sovereign states (78.67) points to the slow rising trend of new nations suggesting that the process
of decolonization has been on the forefront since the two wars.

The colonial land mass slumped with a median of 110 the lowest being 60 at the end of the WWII and these are
indicators of the decline of the empire.

Indeed, the number of members in the international organizations increased by 51 and this is a clear testimony to
the fact that result of the wars catalysed global unity.

The standard deviations values indicate that the variance in data is high-high volume of political restructuring
during the pre-war and post-war period.

Table 2: Hypothesis Testing:

Variable Pre-War Post-War % Hypothesis Supported
Value Value Change (Yes/No)

Sovereign States 59 100 +69.5% Yes

Colonial Territories 130 60 -53.8% Yes

International 0 51 +100% Yes

Memberships

Analysis of Hypothesis Testing

There is a clear proof of the wars that fostered independence movements because of the 69.5 percent increase in
sovereign states.

This is further backed up by the 53.8 percent slump in colonies which proves the faltering of traditional empires.
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The doubling of the membership in international organizations is the most obvious sign that international
cooperation mechanisms were being established directly because of the wars.

Please note that all variables demonstrate significant positive and negative changes, that is why the hypothesis is
numerically supported well.

Conclusions Overall Results:

The paper summarizes the finding that both the first and second world wars were profound and they left
permanent marks in the political landscape of the global arena. The wars diminished mighty empires, gave birth
to new separate countries, and to international institutions that defined contemporary global governance. The
statistics reveal that:

e Decolonization took a significant force when a evident growth in sovereign states was witnessed
following the wars.

e An acute decrease in colonial territories, which indicates the loss of old imperial powers.

e The major increase of international organizations memberships which show the evolution of the world
to where there is cooperation and collective security.

e  Massive redistribution of power in the world with Europe losing its authority to new world leaders,
namely the United States and the Soviet Union, and the development of the Cold War.

In general, the findings of the study prove the fact that the World Wars were essential points of the history. They
reconsidered the international politics, promoted self-determination, and set the pillars of the contemporary
political world.

Future Scope of the study:

Although this study was conducted to study the political influences, further future studies can be carried out by
expanding the scope of the study:

e Social and Cultural Implications -Discuss the way the wars transformed societies, in particular, human
rights, gender equality and migration.

e Technological Developments -Examine how war induced innovations in science and technology
influenced the world power structures.

o Comparative Analysis -Compare the events of the World Wars with recent conflicts to learn the patterns
which have changed in international politics.

e Modern Multipolar World -Explore how emerging powers such as China, India, and regional gangs are
transforming world politics in aspects that resemble post-WWII world.

e Peace and Diplomacy Studies -Determine whether the current global institutions have enough strength
to avert mass conflicts in future.
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Outcome of this Research

The outcome of this research shows that the World Wars were the most important turning points in shaping
today (s global political system. By combining historical review with statistical analysis, the study confirms
that:

e New Nations were Formed -Most of the colonies would gain independence in the aftermath of the
wars, adding to the grid of sovereign states on the globe.

e  Weakening of Powerful Empires- Such powerful European empires as British, French, Ottoman, and
Austro-Hungarian, collapsed or lost their control on their colonies.

o  Shift of Power- The world politics changed as the locus shift in leadership moved to new superpowers
that included the United States and the Soviet Union.

e Establishment of Global Institutions [ Global institutions such as the League of Nations and then the
United Nations were developed to help maintain peace as well as play mediator in international
conflicts.

e  Onset of Decolonization -The wars promoted the independence movements particularly in Asia and
Africa.

e  Origin of the Modern World Order -The Cold War balance, NATO and European Union, other global
unions trace their origin to the consequences of these wars.
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