
 

Anusandhanvallari 

Vol 2025, No.1 

September 2026 

 ISSN 2229-3388 

 

Available online at https://psvmkendra.com                                   2907 

A Literary Stylistic Study of Universal Concepts in Alfred Lord 

Tennyson’s Selected Poems 

 

1Mr. B. Thangamarimuthu, Dr. C.S. Jeyaraman 2 

Part-Time Research Scholar, Regn No: MKU23PFOL11034, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai, Tamil 

Nadu, India.1   

Research Guide & Associate Professor and Head, Department of English, Devanga Arts College, Aruppukottai, 

Tamil Nadu, India. 2 

Corresponding Author:  Mr. B. Thangamarimuthu 

Abstract: Alfred Lord Tennyson, one of the most celebrated Victorian poets, explores profound universal themes 

such as mortality, love, nature, and existential contemplation through his poetic works. This study employs a 

literary stylistic approach to analyze Tennyson’s treatment of these universal concepts, focusing on his linguistic 

choices, structural patterns, and rhetorical devices. Tennyson masterfully explores universal themes such as 

mortality, heroism, love, and the sublime through his poetic works. This research paper conducts a literary stylistic 

analysis of Tennyson’s poems, including ”Crossing the Bar,” “In Memoriam A.H.H.,” ”Thitonus,” “Morte d’ 

Arthur,” “Ulysses,” “The Charge of the Light Brigade,” “from The Princess: Tears, Idle Tears,” “from The 

Princess: Now Sleeps the Crimson Petal.” and ”The Lotos-Eaters” to elucidate how his linguistic and structural 

choices articulate these enduring human concerns. By examining phonological patterns, lexical selections, 

syntactic structures, and semantic layers, the study reveals Tennyson’s unparalleled craftsmanship in blending 

form and theme. The analysis highlights key stylistic devices such as Meter and Rhythm, Symbolism and Imagery, 

Intertextuality and Diction and Syntax. The study also categorizes Tennyson’s treatment of universal themes into 

four domains Mortality and Transcendence, Heroism and Struggle, Love and Loss, and Nature and the Sublime. 

This paper demonstrates how Tennyson’s poetry transcends its Victorian context, offering timeless insights into 

human existence. His integration of sound, structure, and symbolism not only elevates individual poems but also 

establishes a cohesive poetic philosophy. The findings underscore the relevance of stylistic analysis in uncovering 

the interplay between linguistic artistry and thematic depth in literary studies. The study reveals that Tennyson’s 

mastery of meter, imagery, symbolism, and diction allows him to articulate timeless human experiences, making 

his poetry resonate across generations. 
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1. Introduction 

Alfred Lord Tennyson stands as one of the most distinguished poets of the Victorian era, celebrated for his lyrical 

brilliance and profound engagement with universal human experiences. His poetry, rich in philosophical depth 

and stylistic innovation, explores timeless themes such as mortality, heroism, love, and the sublime, making it a 

fertile ground for literary analysis. This research paper examines how Tennyson’s linguistic and structural choices 

articulate these enduring themes, offering insights into the interplay between form and meaning in his works.  It 

is anchored in the framework of literary stylistics, a discipline that bridges linguistics and literary criticism to 

uncover how language shapes artistic expression. This paper focuses on phonological features, lexical choices, 

syntactic structures, and semantic layers, this analysis reveals the intricate craftsmanship behind Tennyson’s 

poetry. His use of meter, for instance, is not merely a technical exercise but a deliberate strategy to mirror thematic 

concerns. In “Crossing the Bar”, the iambic pentameter mimics the ebb and flow of tides, symbolizing life’s 

inevitability, while the anapestic trimeter in Break, Break, Break captures the relentless rhythm of the sea, evokes 

both natural force and human despair. Such stylistic devices are not incidental; they are central to the poem’s 
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emotional and intellectual impact. Tennyson’s exploration of universal themes is further enriched by his mastery 

of symbolism and intertextuality. The “bar” in Crossing the Bar serves as a threshold between life and death, 

while Excalibur in Morte d’Arthur becomes a symbol of transitional power and legacy. His allusions to classical 

mythology, as seen in “Ulysses” and Tithonus, elevate personal and historical struggles to a mythic plane, 

rendering them universally relatable. These elements are not isolated; they coalesce into a cohesive poetic 

philosophy that transcends the Victorian context, resonating with readers across generations. “In Memoriam 

A.H.H.,” speaks of the nostalgic thoughts of the poet. It shows the hard heart of the poet with pangs of longing 

and separation. The Charge of the Light Brigade talks of the chivalric events at the war. It shows the bravery of 

the veterans. from The Princess: Tears, Idle Tears evince the depth of divine despair and the rise in the heart for 

a happy life. from The Princess: Now Sleeps the Crimson Petal elicits the state of sensuous love and its impact on 

the pace of love lingers over an individual’s heart. Hence, all of the poems of Tennyson have peculiar human 

virtues either positive or negative. So, this paper argues that Tennyson’s stylistic precision rhythmic cadences, 

vivid imagery, and rhetorical construction transform personal and historical narratives into universal meditations 

on the human condition. Dissecting these elements, the study not only illuminates Tennyson’s artistic genius but 

also underscores the relevance of stylistic analysis in literary criticism. The findings aim to contribute to ongoing 

scholarly conversations about the relationship between linguistic form and thematic depth, while also offering 

pedagogical insights for teaching Tennyson’s poetry in contemporary classrooms. His poetry grapples with 

universal human concerns such as mortality, grief, heroism, and the sublime rendered through a distinctive stylistic 

approach. This study investigates how Tennyson’s stylistic choices (diction, meter, imagery, and syntax) shape 

his exploration of these enduring themes. 

2. Objectives of the Study 

➢ To identify key universal concepts in Tennyson’s poetry. 

➢ To analyze the stylistic devices that convey these themes. 

➢ To demonstrate how Tennyson’s linguistic craftsmanship enhances thematic resonance. 

3. Methodology 

A close reading of selected poems is conducted through the employment of stylistic features such as Phonological 

features (meter, alliteration, assonance),  Lexical choices (archaisms, symbolism), Syntactic 

structures (parallelism, enjambment) and Semantic layers (metaphor, allegory) from the selected poems. 

4. Theoretical Framework 

Literary stylistics bridges areas such as linguistics and literary criticism by focusing on language that shapes the 

meaning and key concepts such as linguistics and literary criticism. Indeed, it has taken the allusions from classical 

mythology and portrays them with rhythmic innovations as per the Victorian themes. 

5. Review of Literature 

Aqeela Batool Et al. (2015) in the article entitled “Stylistic Analysis of Alfred Tennyson’s Poem Tears Idle Tears.” 

investigated the poem Tears Idle Tears from a stylistic perspective. The researchers investigated the nuances of 

stylistics and literary criticism in the article. They have pointed out the universal touch of love and longing in the 

poem. 

Haque, M. N. (2024) in the article “The Representation of the Self in Alfred Lord Tennyson’s Poetry” has done 

an analysis of the portrayal of the self in the select poems of Tennyson. It contains human virtues and is one of 

the main concepts in the poems of Tennyson. As a poet laureate, he expounds his mastery in eliciting the values 

of moral power and spirit in his poems. The researcher has pointed out such significant points in this paper. 
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Lok Raj Sharma (2018) in the article “A Stylistic Analysis of Tennyson’s Poem “The Eagle” examined the stylistic 

features in the poem. The use of morphology, phonology, graphology and semantics are investigated by the 

researcher. It gives a vivid understanding for the learner to understand the linguistic and literary critical approaches 

employed in the poem. 

Raja Lahiani (2020) in the article entitled “Unlocking the Secret of ‘Locksley Hall.” Investigated the poem 

Locksley Hall to estimate the in-depth knowledge about the historical place of Locksley Hall. The words and the 

Victorian lexical terms give innate knowledge to know about the secrets of the place. 

Wen Li (2023) in the article titled “Analysis of Tennyson’s Poems from the Perspective of Iconicity” analyzed 

the icon of certain linguistic features in the select poems of Tennyson. It evinces the thought and mindset of the 

poet. The researcher has employed the idea of cognitive linguistics in a feasible manner. It will help the learner to 

understand the use of figures of speech in the poems.  

Thus, the brief review of the papers shows the significance of stylistic analysis to decode the poem from linguistic 

and literary perspectives. Nevertheless, the research paper plans to do a Literary-based Stylistic Study of Universal 

Concepts found in the select poems of Alfred Lord Tennyson. 

6. Stylistic Study of the Select Poems 

Stylistic study combines the study of linguistic and literary elements of a text. In poetry, it helps do an exact 

analysis of the concepts related to the stylistic study. Leech says in his book A Linguistic Guide to English Poetry 

that a poetic piece can be studied from the perspective of linguistics, one can learn the in-depth meaning of the 

poem. 

6.1. “Crossing the Bar”   

A part of the poem has been taken for analysis. The use of prosody and metre, symbolism and diction can be 

understood clearly through the analysis. 

“Sunset and evening star,  

And one clear call for me!  

And may there be no moaning of the bar,  

When I put out to sea.” (Lines 1-4) 

Prosody and Metre 

Meter: Iambic pentameter mimics tidal motion, symbolizing life’s inevitability. 

Symbolism 

“Bar” = the threshold between life and death. 

“Pilot” = divine guide (Christian undertones). 

Diction 

The nautical lexicon (“sea,” “sail,” “bourne”) frames death as a journey. 

Archaic ”moaning” elevates tone to solemnity. 

6.2. “In Memoriam A.H.H”  

The poem has a supportive rhyme scheme seen in canto 27 and imagery in the following lines. 

“I hold it true, whate’er befall;  
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I feel it when I sorrow most;  

‘Tis better to have loved and lost  

Than never to have loved at all.” (Canto 27) 

Rhyme Scheme and Diction 

Rhyme Scheme (ABBA): Reflects cyclical grief and consolation. 

Imagery: 

“Dark winter” = despair; ”Eternal summer” = Hallam’s immortality. 

Theological Diction: ”God,” “soul,” “immortal” wrestle with doubt and faith. 

6.3. “Tithonus”  

 The poem has ample figures of speech employed in an effective manner. It contains figures of speech such as 

repetition, irony and syntax. 

“The woods decay, the woods decay and fall,  

The vapours weep their burthen to the ground,  

Man comes and tills the field and lies beneath.” (Lines 1-3) 

Figures of Speech 

Repetition: “Decay” underscores inevitable mortality (contrasting Tithonus’s agony). 

Irony: The immortal Tithonus craves death, subverting transcendence. 

Syntax: Long, labored lines mirror his endless suffering. 

6.4. “Morte d’ Arthur”   

 The poem has a universal concept and has been exposed through allegory and parallelism.  

“The old order changeth, yielding place to new…  

And I, the last, go forth companionless.” (Lines 240–250) 

“The old order changeth, yielding place to new,  

And God fulfils Himself in many ways.” (Lines 408–410) 

Figures of Speech 

Allegory: Arthur’s death = Victorian spiritual crisis. 

Parallelism: “Changeth”/ “yielding” reflects cyclical history. 

Elegiac Tone: The slow, mournful rhythm mirrors Arthur’s decline. 

Archaisms: “Changeth,” and “companionless” evoke medieval grandeur. 

Symbolism: Excalibur’s return signifies the end of an era. 

6.5. “Ulysses”  

This poem employs the modern verse type of the day and has used iambic pentameter. Moreover, parallel concepts 

and metaphors are used to elaborate the theme of the poem.  
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“I cannot rest from travel; I will drink   

Life to the lees: all times I have enjoyed  

Greatly, have suffered greatly.” (Lines 18–24) 

Figures of Speech 

Blank Verse (Iambic Pentameter): Reflects Ulysses’ relentless drive. 

Parallelism: “Greatly… greatly” emphasizes the balance of joy and suffering. 

Metaphor: “Drink life to the lees” frames life as a consumable journey. 

6.6. “The Charge of the Light Brigade” 

“Theirs not to make reply,  

Theirs not to reason why,  

Theirs but to do and die.” (Lines 3–6) 

Stylistic Features 

Anapestic Meter: Mimics galloping horses, heightening urgency. 

Repetition: “Theirs not…” underscores blind obedience. 

Dactylic Diction: “Half a league, half a league” creates rhythmic momentum. 

Thematic Significance: The poem critiques glorified sacrifice while honoring soldiers’ bravery. 

6.7. “from the Princess: Tears, Idle Tears” 

There is a convolution of the poet’s sense of longing and belonging. He explains it through the art of employing 

repetition and synthesis in the form of blank verse. 

“Tears, idle tears, I know not what they mean, 

Tears from the depth of some divine despair 

Rise in the heart, and gather to the eyes, 

In looking on the happy autumn-fields.” (Lines 1-4) 

Figures of Speech 

Repetition: “Tears” anaphora creates hypnotic melancholy 

Synesthesia: “Happy autumn-fields” juxtaposes visual/emotional registers 

Blank Verse: Unrhymed iambic pentameter suggests uncontrolled emotion 

6.8. “from the Princess: Now Sleeps the Crimson Petal” 

This poem is a pessimistic construction with imperative shifts. One can see the identity of Petrarchan imagery in 

the poem. It gives a vivid description of the individual sense. 

“Now sleeps the crimson petal, now the white; 

Nor waves the cypress in the palace walk; 

Nor winks the gold fin in the porphyry font: 
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The fire-fly wakens: waken thou with me.” (Lines 1-4) 

Figures of Speech 

Petrarchan Imagery: Flowers symbolize the transience of love 

Negative Construction: “Nor...nor” emphasizes the absence 

6.9. “The Lotos-Eaters” 

The poem is rich in meter description and imagery. It shows the role of the auditory images in portraying the 

ecological sense employed in the poem. 

“There is sweet music here that softer falls 

Than petals from blown roses on the grass, 

Or night-dews on still waters between walls 

Of shadowy granite, in a gleaming pass; 

Music that gentlier on the spirit lies, 

Than tired eyelids upon tired eyes; 

Music that brings sweet sleep down from the blissful skies. 

Here are cool mosses deep, 

And through the moss the ivies creep, 

And in the stream the long-leaved flowers weep, 

And from the craggy ledge the poppy hangs in sleep.” Choric Song, Stanza 3 (Lines 36-45) 

Figures of Speech 

Dactylic Meter: Mimics the lulling effect of the lotos 

Synesthetic Imagery: Blending auditory/tactile sensations (“sweet music...gentlier on the  

spirit”) 

6.10. “from the Princess: Break, Break, Break”  

The poem is instilled with anapestic meter, kinetic verbs and sublime diction. It shows the relentless rhythm, status 

and sublimity employed in the poem. 

“Break, break, break, 

On thy cold gray stones, O Sea! 

And I would that my tongue could utter 

The thoughts that arise in me. 

O, well for the fisherman’s boy, 

That he shouts with his sister at play! 

O, well for the sailor lad, 

That he sings in his boat on the bay!” (Lines 1-8) 
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Figures of Speech 

Anapestic Trimeter: Waves’ relentless rhythm 

Kinetic Verbs: “Break”/”shouts”/”sings” contrast stasis/movement 

Sublime Diction: “Cold gray stones” evoke Burkean terror 

7. Conclusion 

Tennyson’s stylistic mastery rhythmic precision, rich symbolism, and intertextual depth elevate his treatment of 

universal themes. His works remain relevant because they articulate fundamental human experiences through 

meticulously crafted language. His poetry has demonstrated, stands as a profound exploration of universal human 

experiences through masterful stylistic craftsmanship. Examining the above works such as “Crossing the Bar,” 

“In Memoriam A.H.H.,” ”Thitonus,” “Morte d’ Arthur,” “Ulysses,” “The Charge of the Light Brigade,” “from 

The Princess: Tears, Idle Tears,” “from The Princess: Now Sleeps the Crimson Petal.” and ”The Lotos-Eaters”, 

this research has illuminated how Tennyson’s linguistic and structural choices of meter, symbolism, diction, and 

intertextuality serve as vehicles for themes of mortality, heroism, love, and the sublime. His iambic pentameter in 

Crossing the Bar mirrors life’s inexorable tides, while the anapestic trimeter of Break, Break, Break captures the 

sea’s relentless force, exemplifying how form and content are inextricably linked in his work. The analysis reveals 

that Tennyson’s poetry transcends its Victorian context, offering timeless insights into the human condition. His 

use of symbolism, such as the “bar” representing life’s threshold or Excalibur signifying legacy, elevates personal 

and historical narratives to mythic universality. Similarly, his intertextual engagements with classical and 

Arthurian traditions deepen the resonance of his themes, making them accessible across cultures and eras. The 

cyclical structures in In Memoriam A.H.H. and the synesthetic imagery in Tears, Idle Tears demonstrate his ability 

to articulate grief and longing with unparalleled precision. This study underscores the enduring relevance of 

Tennyson’s poetry, not only as a subject of literary admiration but also as a model for understanding the interplay 

between language and meaning. 
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