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Abstract: The rapid expansion of digital technologies has transformed the ways cultures are represented, 

preserved, and negotiated across the globe. While digital platforms promise greater connectivity and 

democratized access to knowledge, they also reproduce unequal power structures rooted in colonial histories. 

This phenomenon, commonly referred to as digital colonialism, enables multinational technology corporations 

to dominate data, communication infrastructures, artificial intelligence, and algorithmic governance, thereby 

influencing cultural production and identity formation. In South Asia, where colonial histories continue to shape 

linguistic, cultural, and political realities, digital colonialism presents new challenges to indigenous knowledge 

systems, regional languages, and literary traditions. 

This paper examines the relationship between digital colonialism and cultural identity in South Asian literature. 

Drawing upon postcolonial theory, digital humanities, and cultural studies, it explores how contemporary South 

Asian writers respond to the growing influence of digital capitalism and algorithmic power. The study analyses 

literary representations of identity, language, memory, migration, and resistance in the works of Salman 

Rushdie, Arundhati Roy, Amitav Ghosh, Kamila Shamsie, Mohsin Hamid, Perumal Murugan, Bama, and 

Jhumpa Lahiri. It argues that literature functions as a critical space for resisting digital homogenization while 

preserving cultural plurality. 

The paper further discusses the implications of artificial intelligence, data extraction, platform capitalism, and 

algorithmic bias for South Asian cultural identities. It concludes that literature remains a powerful medium for 

challenging digital neo-imperialism and for imagining more inclusive digital futures that respect linguistic 

diversity, cultural sovereignty, and indigenous epistemologies. 
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Introduction 

The twenty-first century has witnessed an unprecedented digital revolution that has reshaped communication, 

education, commerce, governance, and cultural production. Digital technologies have created interconnected 

societies where information travels across national boundaries within seconds. Social media platforms, search 

engines, artificial intelligence, and cloud computing have become indispensable components of everyday life. 

However, beneath the promise of technological progress lies a complex system of economic and cultural 

domination that scholars increasingly describe as digital colonialism. Unlike classical colonialism, which relied 

on territorial occupation and political control, digital colonialism operates through technological infrastructures, 

data extraction, algorithmic governance, and platform monopolies. It enables a handful of multinational 

technology corporations to shape how knowledge is produced, disseminated, and consumed across the world. 

South Asia provides a particularly significant context for examining digital colonialism because the region 

continues to grapple with the legacies of British colonial rule while simultaneously experiencing rapid digital 

transformation. Countries such as India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Nepal have witnessed remarkable 
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growth in internet penetration, smartphone usage, digital governance, and artificial intelligence. Although these 

developments have expanded access to information and economic opportunities, they have also intensified 

concerns regarding surveillance, linguistic marginalization, data exploitation, cultural homogenization, and 

algorithmic discrimination. Digital platforms frequently privilege dominant global languages, commercial 

interests, and Western epistemologies, thereby reproducing historical inequalities in new technological forms. 

South Asian literature has long served as a site for negotiating colonial histories, cultural identities, and national 

imaginaries. From the postcolonial narratives of Salman Rushdie to the subaltern voices of Bama and Perumal 

Murugan, literature continually interrogates structures of power while preserving marginalized histories and 

indigenous knowledge systems. Contemporary literary texts increasingly engage with digital technologies, 

globalization, migration, and artificial intelligence, reflecting the evolving relationship between technology and 

identity. By examining these literary responses, this study argues that South Asian literature offers critical 

insights into the cultural consequences of digital colonialism and demonstrates how literary imagination can 

challenge technological hegemonies while affirming cultural diversity. 

Digital Colonialism: From Territorial Empire to Data Empire 

The concept of digital colonialism has emerged as one of the most significant areas of interdisciplinary research 

in the twenty-first century, bringing together perspectives from postcolonial studies, digital humanities, media 

studies, sociology, and political economy. While classical colonialism involved territorial occupation and the 

exploitation of human and natural resources, scholars argue that the digital age has introduced new mechanisms 

of domination through data extraction, artificial intelligence, digital infrastructures, and algorithmic governance. 

At the same time, South Asian literary studies continue to investigate how colonial histories, globalization, 

migration, and technological transformations influence the construction of cultural identity. The existing 

scholarship demonstrates that literature remains a crucial site for understanding the changing relationship 

between technology, power, and identity. 

One of the foundational contributions to the study of digital colonialism comes from Nick Couldry and Ulises 

A. Mejias, whose theory of data colonialism explains how contemporary capitalism extends colonial patterns 

through the continuous extraction of human data. In The Costs of Connection (2019), they argue that data has 

become the most valuable resource of the digital economy, much like land and minerals were during European 

colonial expansion. Rather than occupying territories, global technology corporations appropriate human 

experiences through digital platforms, transforming everyday social interactions into economic commodities. 

This process creates new forms of dependency in which users unknowingly contribute to systems of surveillance 

and profit generation. Their work provides an important theoretical foundation for understanding how digital 

technologies reproduce unequal global power relations while shaping cultural identities across postcolonial 

societies. 

Complementing this perspective is Shoshana Zuboff's concept of surveillance capitalism, which examines 

how technology companies accumulate behavioural data to predict and influence human actions. Zuboff argues 

that digital platforms do not merely provide communication services but actively modify user behaviour through 

algorithmic recommendations, targeted advertising, and personalized content. Such systems exercise significant 

influence over public discourse, political opinion, and cultural consumption. For South Asian societies, where 

millions rely on global digital platforms for education, entertainment, and communication, surveillance 

capitalism raises important questions regarding cultural autonomy, linguistic diversity, and digital sovereignty. 

Literary scholars increasingly recognize these concerns as essential for interpreting contemporary narratives that 

explore technological dependence and identity formation. 
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Postcolonial Theory and the Digital Age 

The intellectual roots of digital colonialism are deeply connected to postcolonial theory, particularly the works 

of Edward Said, Homi K. Bhabha, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, and Frantz Fanon. Edward Said's 

Orientalism (1978) demonstrates how Western knowledge production historically constructed the East through 

systems of representation that legitimized colonial domination. Although Said wrote before the emergence of 

digital technologies, his analysis remains highly relevant because contemporary algorithms, search engines, and 

digital media frequently reproduce similar patterns of cultural representation. Digital platforms often privilege 

Western perspectives, English-language content, and commercially profitable narratives, thereby continuing 

epistemological inequalities in technologically advanced forms. 

Homi K. Bhabha's theory of hybridity, articulated in The Location of Culture (1994), provides another 

important framework for analysing digital identities. Bhabha argues that postcolonial identities are never fixed 

but emerge through continuous negotiation between cultures. The digital environment intensifies this hybridity 

by enabling individuals to participate simultaneously in local and global cultural networks. South Asian users 

frequently negotiate multiple identities through social media, multilingual communication, and transnational 

digital communities. Consequently, literature increasingly portrays identity not as a stable cultural inheritance 

but as a dynamic process shaped by globalization, migration, technological mediation, and digital interactions. 

Similarly, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak's influential essay Can the Subaltern Speak? (1988) continues to 

inform debates regarding digital representation. Spivak questions whether marginalized communities can 

genuinely represent themselves within dominant systems of knowledge controlled by elite institutions. In the 

context of digital colonialism, this concern extends to algorithmic visibility, content moderation, and platform 

governance. Although digital technologies provide unprecedented opportunities for self-expression, the 

visibility of marginalized voices often depends upon algorithms designed by multinational corporations 

operating according to commercial priorities rather than cultural inclusion. This tension between technological 

accessibility and structural exclusion remains central to contemporary South Asian literary criticism. 

Cultural Identity and South Asian Literary Perspectives 

The scholarship on cultural identity has been significantly shaped by Stuart Hall, whose essay Cultural 

Identity and Diaspora reconceptualizes identity as a continuous process rather than a fixed essence. Hall argues 

that identities are historically produced through memory, representation, and cultural experience. His theoretical 

framework has become especially relevant in analysing South Asian literature, where colonial histories, 

migration, multilingualism, and globalization continually reshape personal and collective identities. In the 

digital era, Hall's understanding of identity becomes even more significant because online interactions enable 

constant reconstruction of selfhood across multiple cultural contexts. Digital spaces create opportunities for 

preserving cultural heritage while simultaneously exposing communities to global influences that may transform 

traditional identities. 

Within South Asian literary studies, scholars have extensively examined the relationship between colonial 

history and identity formation. Salman Rushdie's Midnight's Children explores the fragmented identities 

produced by colonialism, nationalism, and historical memory through magical realism. Critics argue that 

Rushdie's narrative demonstrates how identity remains fluid, plural, and continually reconstructed. Similarly, 

Arundhati Roy's The God of Small Things investigates the intersections of caste, gender, language, and 

colonial inheritance, revealing how social hierarchies continue to influence cultural belonging. Although these 

novels predate contemporary digital technologies, their exploration of fragmented identities offers valuable 

insights into understanding digital-era negotiations of culture and selfhood. 
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The works of Amitav Ghosh further extend discussions of globalization and cultural interconnectedness. 

Novels such as The Shadow Lines and The Hungry Tide examine borders, migration, ecological relationships, 

and transnational identities, challenging rigid conceptions of nation and culture. Ghosh's emphasis on 

interconnected histories resonates strongly with debates surrounding digital globalization, where technological 

networks simultaneously connect diverse communities while reinforcing unequal power structures. 

Subaltern Voices, Regional Literature, and Cultural Resistance 

Subaltern and Dalit writers have contributed substantially to discussions of cultural identity and resistance. 

Bama's Karukku foregrounds caste oppression, linguistic identity, and marginalized experience, while Perumal 

Murugan's novels explore rural traditions, community memory, and cultural transformation under 

modernization. These texts demonstrate that cultural identity is inseparable from local histories, indigenous 

knowledge, and regional languages. As digital platforms increasingly privilege dominant languages and urban 

cultural narratives, such literary works become crucial sites for preserving alternative epistemologies and 

resisting cultural homogenization. Scholars argue that the digital age demands renewed attention to regional 

literatures that challenge universalizing technological discourses. 

Digital Humanities, Artificial Intelligence, and Literary Representation 

Research on digital humanities has further enriched literary scholarship by examining how computational 

technologies influence reading practices, textual preservation, and cultural memory. Digital archives, online 

repositories, and artificial intelligence have expanded access to South Asian literary texts while also raising 

ethical concerns regarding ownership, authorship, and representation. Scholars note that machine-learning 

systems often privilege texts available in dominant languages, thereby limiting the visibility of regional literary 

traditions. Consequently, digital preservation initiatives must address issues of linguistic diversity, equitable 

representation, and community participation to avoid reproducing colonial hierarchies within digital 

environments. 

Recent scholarship also investigates the impact of artificial intelligence on cultural production. Generative AI 

systems increasingly participate in translation, creative writing, literary analysis, and cultural documentation. 

While these technologies offer opportunities for preserving endangered languages and expanding literary 

accessibility, researchers caution that AI models frequently inherit biases embedded within training datasets. 

Such biases may reinforce stereotypes, marginalize minority cultures, or privilege Western literary canons over 

regional traditions. South Asian literary scholars therefore emphasize the importance of developing culturally 

inclusive AI systems capable of recognizing multilingualism, oral traditions, and indigenous epistemologies. 

Research Gap 

Studies focusing specifically on digital colonialism in South Asia argue that technological dependence extends 

beyond economic concerns to influence education, governance, language policy, and cultural representation. 

The dominance of global technology corporations affects how knowledge is produced, how languages gain 

visibility online, and how cultural narratives circulate internationally. English-language content continues to 

receive disproportionate algorithmic attention compared with many South Asian languages, creating unequal 

opportunities for literary dissemination. 

Despite the rapid growth of scholarship on digital technologies, a noticeable gap remains at the intersection of 

digital colonialism and South Asian literary studies. Most existing research examines either the political 

economy of digital platforms or postcolonial literary representations independently. Comparatively fewer 

studies investigate how South Asian literature conceptualizes digital colonialism as a continuation of historical 

imperialism or how literary narratives respond to algorithmic governance, artificial intelligence, and platform 

capitalism. This study seeks to bridge that gap by integrating postcolonial theory with contemporary digital 
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studies to examine how literature critiques emerging forms of technological domination while imagining 

culturally pluralistic digital futures. 

Conclusion 

The literature reviewed demonstrates that digital colonialism has evolved into a significant interdisciplinary 

field that intersects with postcolonial theory, cultural studies, media studies, and digital humanities. 

Foundational scholars such as Nick Couldry, Ulises A. Mejias, Shoshana Zuboff, Edward Said, Homi K. 

Bhabha, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, and Stuart Hall collectively provide the theoretical basis for understanding 

how digital technologies reproduce historical power structures while reshaping cultural identities. Their work 

reveals that contemporary forms of technological domination are closely connected to earlier colonial practices 

of knowledge production, representation, and control. 

At the same time, South Asian literary scholarship highlights the resilience of literature as a medium for 

preserving cultural memory, negotiating identity, and resisting hegemonic structures. The writings of Salman 

Rushdie, Arundhati Roy, Amitav Ghosh, Bama, and Perumal Murugan illustrate how literary narratives 

challenge cultural homogenization and affirm the plurality of South Asian identities. However, the review also 

identifies a critical research gap: limited scholarship directly examines the intersection of digital colonialism and 

South Asian literature. This study addresses that gap by synthesizing postcolonial theory and digital studies to 

explore how literary texts respond to data colonialism, algorithmic governance, artificial intelligence, and the 

ongoing struggle to preserve cultural identity in the digital age. 
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