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Abstract: Anita Diamant’s protagonists come from a one line story from where they develop as strong characters.
Her novels like The Red Tent, The Boston Girl, Last Days of Dogtown, and Day after Night are revisioned fiction
which expose the hidden story of the characters. = These revisionist novels approach the original plot from the
perspective that day might be night and propose that there may be alternative, unrecorded versions of history that
can only be unearthed by the imagination, which has the power to transform female experiences.

The protagonists embrace the difficult situations in order to create a new life for themselves. Her characters could
have allowed their negative experiences to get them down, but they embrace them and rise up in their lives inspite
of them. Most of the Holocaust fiction discusses the pathetic struggles and plight of the survivors. It never shows
the recreation of the survivors’ lives after the horrendous acts inflicted upon their clan. Being a Jewish writer,
through her novels, Diamant removes all the pain and suffering undergone by her clan for being Jews. Further, as
a liberal feminist, she gives the opportunity to holocaust survivors to overcome their pain, agony, and memories
of their horrible past, through bonds of female friendship.

Keywords: Revision, Holocaust, liberal feminist,

The Narratives of the Holocaust Victims as Portrayed in Anita Diamant’s Novel
Day after Night

The Holocaust stands as one of the darkest chapters in human history, leaving behind narratives of suffering,
survival, and resilience. Literature has played a crucial role in preserving these narratives, offering voices to those
silenced by history. Anita Diamant’s novel Day after Night is one such literary work that sheds light on the
experiences of Holocaust survivors in post-war Palestine. The novel, rooted in historical events, presents a
poignant exploration of trauma, identity, and hope through the lives of four Jewish women who survived the
Holocaust. This paper examines the narratives of Holocaust victims as portrayed in the novel, analyzing their
representation of trauma, memory, and resilience.

Diamant’s Day after Night is a historical novel based on the true story of the Atlit detention camp in British-
controlled Palestine. The novel follows the lives of four young women Zorah, Tedi, Shayndel, and Leonie who
arrive at the camp after enduring the horrors of the Holocaust. Each of these women carries deep wounds from
their past, struggling to reconcile their survival with their lost identities. Diamant presents their stories with
sensitivity, weaving together their personal histories into a collective narrative of resilience and survival. By
focusing on these women’s experiences, the novel provides a gendered perspective on Holocaust survival, an
aspect often overlooked in mainstream historical discourse.
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The Holocaust left indelible psychological scars on its victims, a reality that Diamant vividly portrays in her novel.
Each character in the novel manifests the symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), reflecting the
broader psychological impact of genocide. Zorah, who survived a concentration camp, exhibits a hardened
demeanor and struggles to trust others. Leonie, a former sex slave for the Nazis, battles intense shame and self-
hatred. Tedi, who lived in hiding throughout the war, suffers from the lingering fear of being discovered. Shayndel,
a former resistance fighter, grapples with the loss of her comrades and the guilt of survival. These portrayals align
with real survivor testimonies recorded in sources such as the USC Shoah Foundation archives and the Yad
Vashem Holocaust Memorial Museum. For instance, Holocaust survivor Primo Levi describes the persistent
trauma faced by survivors in Survival in Auschwitz (Levi, 1986). Similarly, Charlotte Delbo’s Auschwitz and
After (1995) explores how survivors struggle with reintegration into normal life, a theme echoed in Diamant’s
novel.

Memory plays a central role in the novel, shaping the characters’ identities as they attempt to rebuild their lives.
Diamant emphasizes how each woman carries her past as an inescapable burden, influencing her interactions and
aspirations. The characters' narratives illustrate the struggle between remembering and forgetting a conflict faced
by many Holocaust survivors. Zorah, for instance, refuses to speak about her experiences, while Leonie seeks to
reinvent herself by rejecting her past. This tension between memory and identity is widely documented in
Holocaust literature and survivor accounts.

Scholars such as Lawrence L. Langer, in Holocaust Testimonies: The Ruins of Memory discuss how survivor
narratives often reflect fragmented and disjointed recollections, mirroring the psychological fractures caused by
trauma. Langer’s analysis aligns with Diamant’s depiction of the survivors in Day after Night, whose memories
surface in unpredictable and painful ways. Additionally, Elie Wiesel’s Night provides a firsthand account of how
memory shapes a survivor’s post-Holocaust identity, reinforcing the themes present in Diamant’s novel. A
distinctive aspect of Day after Night is its focus on female survivors, shedding light on gendered experiences
during and after the Holocaust. While many Holocaust narratives center on male experiences, Diamant highlights
the unique struggles of women, including sexual violence, forced prostitution, and the burden of expected
resilience. Leonie’s story, in particular, underscores the challenges faced by women who endured sexual
exploitation during the war, a topic often neglected in historical discourse. Despite the trauma they endured, the
characters in *Day after Night* exemplify resilience and the will to rebuild their lives. The novel emphasizes the
significance of community and solidarity among survivors, demonstrating how collective healing plays a vital
role in overcoming trauma. The women at Atlit form deep bonds, supporting each other in their journey toward a
new life in Palestine.

This theme of resilience is echoed in real-life accounts of Holocaust survivors who immigrated to Israel. The
novel tries to highlight the determination of survivors to reclaim agency over their lives. Additionally, historical
records from the Atlit detention camp document the efforts of Jewish refugees to resist British restrictions and
establish a new homeland, reinforcing the themes of perseverance present in Diamant’s novel.

Diamant’s Day after Night offers a compelling and deeply human portrayal of Holocaust survivors, capturing the
complexities of trauma, memory, and resilience. Through the narratives of Zorah, Leonie, Tedi, and Shayndel,
the novel highlights the psychological scars left by the Holocaust while emphasizing the strength and
determination of those who survived. By incorporating historical records and survivor testimonies, Diamant’s
work aligns with documented Holocaust experiences, providing a nuanced perspective on post-war Jewish
identity. The novel serves not only as a work of historical fiction but also as an essential contribution to Holocaust
literature, preserving the voices of those who endured unimaginable suffering.
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