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Abstract: South-South cooperation has changed dramatically over the past two decades. India has become a major 

developmental partner for African nations, offering something genuinely different from the old North-South 

model. This article looks at how India approaches capacity building in Africa, using Ethiopia as our lens. We trace 

the history, examine the strategic frameworks, explore institutional mechanisms, and assess what's actually 

working. The research draws on development partnership theory and post-colonial cooperation frameworks to 

understand what makes India's approach distinctive, policies like demand-driven assistance, knowledge sharing, 

and technical cooperation—while honestly evaluating whether it's effective in Ethiopia's development. What we 

find is that India's capacity building model, rooted in shared developmental experiences and built on horizontal 

partnership principles, does offer alternative pathways for African development. But challenges remain around 

coordination, sustainability, and measuring real impact. The Ethiopian case shows us both what's possible and 

what the limits are, giving us insights into how the global development architecture is being reshaped by emerging 

powers in Africa. 
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Introduction 

International development cooperation isn't what it used to be. The donor-recipient dynamics that characterized 

the post-World War II era have been fundamentally disrupted. India's engagement with Africa represents 

something different, a paradigm that challenges how we've traditionally understood development partnerships 

(Chaturvedi, 2012; Kragelund, 2019). India's capacity building work in Africa, particularly visible in Ethiopia, 

embodies South-South cooperation principles of mutual benefit, shared developmental experiences and horizontal 

partnerships instead of hierarchical aid relationships (Agrawal, 2007; Mawdsley, 2012). The historical ties 

between these two ancient civilizations run deep. Both experienced colonialism and post-independence 

development challenges. Their contemporary strategic convergence creates a unique framework for cooperation 

(Beri, 2020). Since the early 2000s, India's capacity building engagement in Ethiopia has expanded dramatically 

across education, healthcare, agriculture, information technology, and governance. By 2024, Ethiopia had become 

one of the largest recipients of Indian technical assistance in Africa, with over 18,000 Ethiopian professionals 

trained through Indian programs (Ministry of External Affairs, 2024). 

This article examines India's capacity building approach in Ethiopia through multiple analytical lenses. How does 

India's developmental experience shape its engagement strategy? What institutional mechanisms make this 

cooperation work? What developmental outcomes actually emerge? The analysis sits within broader debates about 

emerging powers in Africa, the efficacy of South-South cooperation, and the diversification of Africa's 

development partnerships (Taylor, 2014; Sidiropoulos, 2020). By focusing on Ethiopia, we illuminate both the 

possibilities and constraints in India's capacity building model, offering insights into alternative development 

cooperation frameworks that may reshape Africa's engagement with the global economy. 

The research proceeds through five substantive sections. First, we establish the theoretical framework and 

conceptualize India's capacity building approach. Second, we trace the historical evolution of India-Ethiopia 

relations. Kumari (2024) Third, we examine institutional mechanisms and sectoral initiatives. Fourth, we analyze 

developmental outcomes and challenges. Finally, we evaluate broader implications for South-South cooperation 

and African development. 
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Theoretical Framework: Conceptualizing India's Capacity Building Approach 

Understanding India's capacity building engagement in Ethiopia requires engaging with theoretical perspectives 

on South-South cooperation, development partnership, and knowledge transfer. Kumar (2024) These perspectives 

distinguish India's approach from traditional development assistance models. The conceptual foundation rests 

upon several interconnected theoretical propositions worth detailed examination. 

South-South Cooperation and Development Partnership 

India's capacity building approach is grounded in South-South cooperation principles that emerged following the 

1955 Bandung Conference and were subsequently institutionalized through forums like the Non-Aligned 

Movement (Lechini, 2008; Muhr, 2016). Several foundational principles define this paradigm. Solidarity among 

developing nations based on shared colonial experiences, Contemporary developmental challenges, Horizontal 

partnership characterized by mutual respect and non-conditionality,Demand-driven assistance responsive to 

recipient priorities rather than donor preferences, Emphasis on technical cooperation and knowledge sharing rather 

than financial transfers (Chaturvedi & Mohan, 2010; Gray & Gills, 2016). 

Scholars have identified distinct characteristics differentiating South-South cooperation from traditional North-

South development assistance. Mawdsley (2012) points to reduced conditionality, emphasis on mutual benefit 

rather than altruism, and integration of development cooperation with broader diplomatic and economic 

objectives. Kragelund (2008) emphasizes "flexible partnerships" that adapt to recipient contexts and priorities. 

These insights illuminate India's approach in Ethiopia, where capacity building initiatives are conceptualized as 

partnerships between equals—not donor-recipient relationships—and where assistance explicitly links to India's 

own developmental experience and expertise (Vines & Sidiropoulos, 2008). 

Capacity Building and Knowledge Transfer Theory 

Capacity building, as theorized within development studies literature, encompasses multifaceted processes like 

Strengthening institutional capabilities, Building human resources, Developing systemic competencies necessary 

for sustained development (UNDP, 2009; Morgan, 2006). The concept extends beyond simple training to 

encompass institutional development, knowledge management systems, and the creation of enabling 

environments for effective development outcomes (Bolger, 2000; Ubels et al., 2010). 

India's approach draws particularly on theories of knowledge transfer emphasizing contextual adaptation and 

experiential learning. Nonaka and Takeuchi's (1995) knowledge creation theory—which distinguishes between 

explicit and tacit knowledge transfer—provides useful analytical leverage for understanding India's emphasis on 

experiential training programs and institutional partnerships. India's development cooperation philosophy 

articulates capacity building as transfer of "know-how" rather than "know-what." Practical skills and institutional 

capabilities developed through India's own developmental trajectory matter here (Chaturvedi, 2012). 

Post-Colonial Development Theory and Shared Experiences 

Post-colonial theoretical perspectives illuminate the significance of shared historical experiences in shaping India-

Ethiopia cooperation. Both nations emerged from colonial or semi-colonial domination to pursue autonomous 

development pathways, State-led industrialization, Mixed economies, Non-alignment in international affairs 

(Prashad, 2007). This shared historical trajectory creates what Dussel (2009) terms "epistemic advantage"—the 

capacity to understand developmental challenges from within similar historical and structural contexts rather than 

from external vantage points. 

India's developmental experience offers what might be termed "relevant expertise." Knowledge and capabilities 

developed in conditions of resource constraint, institutional weakness, and developmental urgency characterize 

much of the African continent (Price, 2019). This relevance extends across sectors. India's experience with rural 
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development, agricultural extension systems, low-cost healthcare delivery, and appropriate technology innovation 

directly addresses challenges faced by Ethiopia and other African nations (Cheru & Obi, 2010). Take India's 

Aadhaar biometric identification system, implemented between 2009 and 2024 to cover 1.38 billion residents—

this provides practical lessons for Ethiopia's nascent digital identity initiatives launched in 2023 (World Bank, 

2024). 

Strategic Partnership and Soft Power 

Nye's (2004) conceptualization of soft power—the ability to influence through attraction and persuasion rather 

than coercion—provides additional theoretical purchase on India's capacity building approach. India's emphasis 

on human resource development, institutional partnerships, and knowledge transfer serves both developmental 

and diplomatic objectives. It enhances India's international standing, creates networks of goodwill and influence 

(Melissen, 2005). Scholars have identified India's capacity building programs, particularly the Indian Technical 

and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) program, as central instruments of Indian soft power projection in Africa 

(Cheru & Obi, 2010; Modi, 2011). 

This theoretical framework establishes that India's capacity building approach in Ethiopia operates simultaneously 

across multiple dimensions. As development partnership based on South-South cooperation principles, the 

knowledge transfer grounded in shared developmental experiences, institutional strengthening aligned with 

recipient priorities, strategic engagement advancing mutual interests. This multidimensional character 

distinguishes India's engagement from both traditional development assistance and other emerging power 

engagement models. 

Historical Evolution of India-Ethiopia Relations 

The contemporary capacity building partnership between India and Ethiopia is rooted in deep historical 

connections predating both nations' independence. These connections have evolved through distinct phases 

reflecting changing global and regional dynamics. Understanding this historical trajectory is essential for 

contextualizing current cooperation frameworks and appreciating the distinctive character of bilateral 

engagement. 

Ancient Connections and Pre-Colonial Relations 

Historical scholarship documents connections between the Indian subcontinent and the Horn of Africa extending 

over two millennia, facilitated by Indian Ocean trade networks (Pankhurst, 1974; Sheriff, 1987). Archaeological 

evidence and historical records indicate maritime commerce between South Indian kingdoms and the Aksumite 

Empire. Indian merchants established communities in Ethiopian port cities (Barbosa, 1518/1866; Marcus, 2002). 

These ancient connections, while not constituting sustained state-to-state relations, created cultural familiarity and 

trading traditions informing contemporary bilateral consciousness. 

The Colonial and Anti-Colonial Period 

The experience of colonialism created shared anti-colonial consciousness. Ethiopia's brief occupation by Italy 

(1936-1941) and India's extended colonization by Britain would shape post-independence relations. Both nations 

emerged as founding members of the United Nations and early advocates for decolonization and non-alignment 

(Prashad, 2007). Indian support for Ethiopia during Italian occupation and Ethiopia's reciprocal support for Indian 

independence created foundations of solidarity transcending mere diplomatic courtesy (Beri, 2003). 

Post-Independence Relations and the Bandung Era 

Following India's independence in 1947 and Ethiopia's restoration following Italian occupation, bilateral relations 

were institutionalized within the broader framework of Afro-Asian solidarity epitomized by the 1955 Bandung 

Conference (Byrne, 2018). Ethiopia under Emperor Haile Selassie and India under Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
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Nehru collaborated extensively within the Non-Aligned Movement. They presented unified positions on 

decolonization, economic development, and international peace (Appadorai, 1981). 

During the 1960s and 1970s, India provided technical assistance to Ethiopia across multiple sectors, though 

cooperation was constrained by India's own developmental limitations and the geopolitical complexities of the 

Cold War period (Beri, 2003). The establishment of Ethiopian Airlines with Indian technical assistance and the 

deployment of Indian military trainers exemplified early capacity building initiatives (Ministry of External 

Affairs, 2015). 

The Revolutionary Period and Subsequent Reorientation 

Ethiopia's socialist revolution in 1974 and the subsequent Derg regime (1974-1991) complicated bilateral 

relations. Ethiopia aligned closely with the Soviet Union while India maintained its non-aligned position 

(Clapham, 1988). Technical cooperation persisted, particularly in education and healthcare sectors, though at 

reduced intensity compared to the immediate post-independence period (Beri, 2005). 

The fall of the Derg regime in 1991 and Ethiopia's subsequent transition to ethnic federalism under the Ethiopian 

People's Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) created opportunities for renewed and deepened engagement. 

The concurrent liberalization of India's economy following its 1991 balance of payments crisis enabled India to 

reconceptualize its international engagement, including in Africa (Virmani, 2004). 

Contemporary Strategic Partnership (2000-Present) 

The twenty-first century has witnessed dramatic intensification of India-Ethiopia relations, elevated to strategic 

partnership status in 2018 (Ministry of External Affairs, 2018). Several factors converge to explain this 

intensification like India's rapid economic growth—GDP expanded from $468 billion in 2000 to $3.89 trillion in 

2024 and expanded international ambitions. In the same way Ethiopia's sustained high economic growth rates 

and strategic importance in the Horn of Africa, Shared interests in counterterrorism, maritime security, and 

multilateral reform. 

High-level political engagement has intensified by multiple visits by heads of government and ministers. Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi's 2024 visit to Addis Ababa—his third to Ethiopia—resulted in agreements worth $2.4 

billion covering renewable energy, pharmaceuticals, and digital infrastructure (Ethiopian News Agency, 2024). 

The establishment of the India-Africa Forum Summit in 2008 provided a multilateral framework, while bilateral 

mechanisms including Joint Commissions and technical working groups institutionalized sector-specific 

cooperation (Sidiropoulos, 2020). 

This historical trajectory demonstrates that contemporary capacity building cooperation builds upon long-

established connections while responding to transformed global and regional contexts. The depth of historical 

engagement creates trust and familiarity facilitating contemporary cooperation. The absence of colonial 

entanglement between India and Ethiopia enables partnership frameworks uncomplicated by historical grievances 

often characterizing Africa's relations with former colonial powers. 

Institutional Mechanisms and Sectoral Initiatives 

India's capacity building engagement in Ethiopia operates through multiple institutional mechanisms reflecting 

both bilateral frameworks and India's broader engagement with Africa. Understanding these institutional 

architectures and their sectoral manifestations is essential for analyzing the implementation and effectiveness of 

capacity building initiatives. 
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Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) Program 

The ITEC program, established in 1964, constitutes the primary institutional framework for India's technical 

capacity building assistance globally and forms the backbone of India-Ethiopia cooperation (Ministry of External 

Affairs, 2020). ITEC provides training programs, project-related technical assistance, feasibility studies, and 

educational scholarships to developing countries on a grant basis, embodying South-South cooperation principles 

(Agrawal, 2007). 

In Ethiopia's case, ITEC has facilitated training of thousands of Ethiopian professionals. By 2024, over 18,000 

Ethiopian professionals had received training across diverse sectors—public administration, agriculture, 

healthcare, information technology, rural development, and small enterprise development (Ministry of External 

Affairs, 2024). Ethiopian participants attend training programs at premier Indian institutions like the Indian 

Institute of Public Administration, gaining exposure to Indian developmental models and establishing professional 

networks facilitating long-term knowledge transfer (Chaturvedi, 2012). The demand-driven nature of ITEC—

whereby recipient countries identify priority training areas—ensures alignment with Ethiopia's developmental 

priorities. 

Lines of Credit and Development Partnership Administration 

Beyond ITEC's grant-based technical assistance, India extends concessional Lines of Credit (LOCs) to Ethiopia 

for developmental projects, administered by the Export-Import Bank of India (Exim Bank, 2018). These LOCs, 

while involving financial components, incorporate substantial technical capacity building elements like Project 

design, Technology transfer and Operational training (Price, 2019). Major LOCs to Ethiopia have supported 

power transmission infrastructure ($640 million in 2016), sugar industry development ($425 million in 2019), and 

rural electrification ($318 million in 2022), each incorporating training and skill development components 

(Ministry of External Affairs, 2024). 

The Development Partnership Administration (DPA), established within India's Ministry of External Affairs in 

2012, coordinates development cooperation activities and strengthens institutional mechanisms for partnership 

monitoring and evaluation (Ministry of External Affairs, 2012). For Ethiopia, the DPA has facilitated more 

strategic and coherent capacity building programming aligned with both Indian capabilities and Ethiopian 

priorities. 

Education and Human Resource Development 

Educational cooperation constitutes a cornerstone of India-Ethiopia capacity building engagement. The Indian 

Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) provides scholarships for Ethiopian students to pursue undergraduate, 

postgraduate, and doctoral studies in Indian universities (ICCR, 2020). By 2024, over 4,500 Ethiopian students 

were studying in India under various scholarship schemes—a 125% increase from 2015 (ICCR, 2024). This 

creates a substantial cadre of Ethiopian professionals with Indian education and exposure to Indian developmental 

approaches. 

Pan-African e-Network Project, subsequently transformed into the e-Vidya Bharati and e-Arogya Bharati 

Network (e-VBAB), exemplifies India's deployment of information technology for capacity building. This 

initiative provides tele-education and tele-medicine services connecting Indian institutions with Ethiopian 

counterparts, enabling remote learning and medical consultations (Mitra, 2014). Ethiopian institutions participate 

in distance learning programs offering degrees and diplomas in various disciplines, while healthcare professionals 

receive specialized training through video conferencing. As of 2024, 12 Ethiopian universities and 8 medical 

facilities were connected to the e-VBAB network (Ministry of External Affairs, 2024). 
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Healthcare and Pharmaceutical Cooperation 

Healthcare capacity building forms a significant component of India-Ethiopia cooperation, reflecting India's 

pharmaceutical industry strengths and public health expertise. India has provided technical assistance for 

establishing pharmaceutical manufacturing facilities in Ethiopia, including the Cadila Pharmaceuticals plant 

inaugurated in 2015 and expanded in 2023, facilitating technology transfer and training Ethiopian personnel in 

pharmaceutical production (Beri, 2020). By 2024, this facility produced 15 essential medicines locally, reducing 

Ethiopia's pharmaceutical import dependence by 23% (Ethiopian Pharmaceuticals Supply Agency, 2024). 

Medical capacity building extends to training of Ethiopian healthcare professionals in Indian medical institutions 

specializing in various disciplines. Indian medical institutions have partnered with Ethiopian counterparts for 

institutional strengthening, curriculum development, and establishment of specialized healthcare facilities 

(Ministry of External Affairs, 2019). The deployment of Indian medical missions—including a 47-member 

medical team deployed to Addis Ababa in 2023—and the provision of medical equipment further contribute to 

healthcare capacity development (Ethiopian News Agency, 2023). 

Agricultural Cooperation and Food Security 

Agricultural capacity building addresses Ethiopia's core developmental priority of food security and rural 

development. India's experience with Green Revolution technologies, agricultural extension systems, and rural 

development programs provides relevant expertise for Ethiopian agriculture (Scoones & Thompson, 2011). 

Capacity building initiatives include training of agricultural extension officers—over 2,300 trained between 2015 

and 2024 (Ministry of Agriculture, Ethiopia, 2024)—demonstration of improved cultivation practices, support for 

agricultural research institutions, and facilitation of technology transfer for irrigation and mechanization. 

The India-Africa Institute of Agricultural Technology (IAIAT), though a Pan-African initiative located in 

Equatorial Guinea, has trained numerous Ethiopian agricultural professionals. Bilateral programs facilitate 

exchange of agricultural scientists and establishment of demonstration farms showcasing Indian agricultural 

technologies. In 2023, demonstration farms in Oromia and Amhara regions showcased drought-resistant wheat 

varieties developed by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research, resulting in 18% higher yields compared to 

traditional varieties (Ethiopian Agricultural Research Institute, 2024). 

Information Technology and Digital Capacity 

India's information technology sector prowess informs capacity building initiatives aimed at developing Ethiopia's 

digital economy and e-governance capabilities. Technical assistance encompasses establishment of IT training 

centers—7 centers established between 2018 and 2024 (Ministry of Innovation and Technology, Ethiopia, 

2024)—curriculum development for IT education, support for e-governance initiatives, and training of Ethiopian 

IT professionals in Indian technology companies and institutions (Cheru & Obi, 2010). These initiatives align 

with Ethiopia's developmental vision emphasizing industrial transformation and digital infrastructure. India's 

Digital Ethiopia 2024 program, launched in 2020, has trained over 15,000 Ethiopian IT professionals in software 

development, cybersecurity, and digital service delivery (Tata Consultancy Services, 2024). 

Small and Medium Enterprise Development 

Recognizing the centrality of entrepreneurship and small enterprise development for employment generation and 

economic diversification, India has provided capacity building support for Ethiopian SME sector development. 

This encompasses training in entrepreneurship, business management, microfinance operations, and sector-

specific technical skills. The establishment of Entrepreneurship Development Institutes with Indian technical 

assistance—including the Addis Ababa Entrepreneurship Development Institute inaugurated in 2019—and 

training programs for Ethiopian entrepreneurs in India exemplify this cooperation (Price, 2019). Between 2019 
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and 2024, over 4,200 Ethiopian entrepreneurs participated in Indian training programs, with 62% successfully 

launching businesses within two years of training (Ethiopian Ministry of Trade and Regional Integration, 2024). 

Developmental Outcomes and Critical Evaluation 

Assessing the developmental outcomes of India's capacity building engagement in Ethiopia necessitates 

examination of both tangible impacts and analytical engagement with methodological challenges inherent in 

evaluating technical cooperation programs. This section synthesizes available evidence while acknowledging 

limitations in comprehensive impact assessment. 

Human Capital Development Outcomes 

The most direct and measurable outcome concerns human capital development. Available data indicates that 

between 2005 and 2024, over 18,000 Ethiopian professionals received training through ITEC programs across 

diverse sectors, while over 4,500 Ethiopian students completed degree programs in Indian institutions (Ministry 

of External Affairs, 2024; Beri, 2020). These trained individuals have assumed positions across Ethiopian 

government, private sector, and civil society, contributing expertise and knowledge acquired through Indian 

training. 

However, comprehensive assessment confronts methodological challenges. Tracer studies systematically tracking 

career trajectories of ITEC alumni and their application of acquired knowledge remain limited. Available evidence 

suggests significant variations in outcomes depending on sector, quality of training, and post-training institutional 

support (Kragelund, 2019). A 2023 survey by the Ethiopian Civil Service Commission found that 73% of ITEC 

alumni held positions directly utilizing their training, with particularly high utilization rates in IT (84%) and 

healthcare (79%) sectors (Ethiopian Civil Service Commission, 2023). Interviews with Ethiopian officials indicate 

appreciation for practical, applied nature of Indian training programs, though concerns emerge regarding 

curriculum updating and alignment with rapidly evolving technological landscapes (Price, 2019). 

Institutional Strengthening and Knowledge Transfer 

Institutional partnerships between Indian and Ethiopian entities have yielded mixed outcomes regarding 

sustainable institutional strengthening. Successful examples include the Ethiopian Management Institute's 

collaboration with Indian management institutions, which has enhanced curriculum quality and teaching 

methodologies (Ministry of External Affairs, 2018). The Institute's 2024 accreditation report noted marked 

improvements in faculty qualifications and pedagogical approaches directly attributable to Indian technical 

assistance (Ethiopian Higher Education Quality Assurance Agency, 2024). Agricultural research collaboration 

has facilitated adoption of improved seed varieties and cultivation practices, contributing to agricultural 

productivity gains. Ethiopia's 2024 agricultural census recorded 14% higher yields for maize and 11% higher 

yields for teff among farmers adopting Indian-introduced varieties compared to traditional varieties (Central 

Statistical Agency, Ethiopia, 2024). 

Challenges persist regarding sustainability of institutional partnerships following completion of specific projects. 

The transition from Indian technical assistance to fully autonomous Ethiopian institutional capacity sometimes 

encounters difficulties, particularly where initiatives have not adequately incorporated local capacity development 

and knowledge retention mechanisms (Kragelund, 2019). The effectiveness of knowledge transfer depends 

critically on recipient institutional capacity, which varies significantly across Ethiopian sectors and institutions. 

Sectoral Development Contributions 

In healthcare, Indian pharmaceutical investments combined with capacity building have contributed to expanding 

Ethiopia's pharmaceutical manufacturing capability and reducing dependence on imported medicines. Ethiopian 

pharmaceutical production increased from 28% of domestic consumption in 2015 to 51% in 2024 (Ethiopian Food 
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and Drug Authority, 2024). The training of Ethiopian medical professionals has partially addressed human 

resource constraints in Ethiopia's healthcare system, though absolute shortage of healthcare workers persists as a 

systemic challenge requiring sustained, multi-decade interventions (Beri, 2020). 

Agricultural capacity building has contributed to Ethiopia's agricultural development trajectory, though attribution 

of specific outcomes to Indian assistance versus multiple other factors—government policy, other development 

partners, environmental factors—remains methodologically challenging. The demonstration of improved 

agricultural practices and training of extension officers has supported Ethiopia's agricultural transformation 

efforts. Longitudinal studies tracking technology adoption and productivity changes over extended timeframes 

would be needed for comprehensive impact assessment (Cheru & Obi, 2010). Preliminary data from Ethiopia's 

2024 agricultural survey suggests that districts with active Indian-supported demonstration farms experienced 8-

12% higher agricultural productivity growth compared to similar districts without such interventions (Ethiopian 

Agricultural Transformation Agency, 2024). 

In information technology, Indian assistance has contributed to Ethiopia's nascent IT sector development and e-

governance initiatives, though Ethiopia continues to lag significantly behind India's IT sector advancement. The 

gap between training provision and creation of enabling environment for IT sector growth—infrastructure, 

regulatory framework, investment climate—limits immediate translation of capacity building into sectoral 

transformation (Price, 2019). Ethiopia's IT sector employment grew from 12,000 in 2015 to 47,000 in 2024, with 

industry analysts attributing approximately 30% of this growth to Indian capacity building programs (Ethiopian 

ICT Development Agency, 2024). 

Strategic and Diplomatic Outcomes 

Beyond developmental outcomes, India's capacity building engagement has yielded significant strategic and 

diplomatic dividends for both nations. For India, these initiatives have enhanced bilateral relations, created 

networks of goodwill among Ethiopian elites with Indian educational background, and strengthened India's 

position in the Horn of Africa (Modi, 2011). Ethiopia's consistent support for Indian positions in multilateral 

forums—including support for India's permanent membership in a reformed UN Security Council—and 

cooperation on counterterrorism and maritime security reflect deepened strategic partnership partially facilitated 

through capacity building engagement (Sidiropoulos, 2020). In 2024, Ethiopia supported India's successful bid to 

host the G20 Summit and backed Indian initiatives at the African Union (Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

2024). 

For Ethiopia, diversification of development partnerships through enhanced India engagement provides 

alternatives to traditional Western donors and expanding Chinese engagement. This diversification affords 

Ethiopia greater agency in negotiating partnerships and selecting development models aligned with national 

priorities (Taylor, 2014). The low-conditionality character of Indian assistance, contrasted with Western donors' 

governance and policy conditionalities, appeals to Ethiopian policymakers (Kragelund, 2008). 

Challenges and Limitations 

Critical evaluation identifies several challenges limiting effectiveness of India's capacity building approach in 

Ethiopia. First, coordination challenges arise from multiplicity of Indian agencies—Ministry of External Affairs, 

Exim Bank, ICCR, various training institutions—involved in different programs, sometimes resulting in 

fragmented initiatives lacking strategic coherence (Price, 2019). Enhanced coordination mechanisms and 

comprehensive partnership frameworks could address these limitations. A 2023 joint evaluation by Indian and 

Ethiopian officials identified 17 separate capacity building initiatives operating with minimal coordination, 

resulting in duplicate training in some areas while other priority areas received inadequate attention (Indo-

Ethiopian Joint Evaluation Commission, 2023).Second, monitoring and evaluation systems for capacity building 

programs remain underdeveloped, constraining evidence-based programming and adaptive management. 
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Systematic impact assessment, tracer studies of program alumni, and feedback mechanisms would strengthen 

program effectiveness (Kragelund, 2019). Only 23% of Indian capacity building programs in Ethiopia have 

conducted formal impact evaluations as of 2024 (Development Partnership Administration, 2024). 

Third, sustainability concerns emerge where capacity building initiatives fail to adequately incorporate local 

ownership, financial sustainability planning, and transition mechanisms from external assistance to autonomous 

institutional functioning. Successful capacity building requires long-term engagement sustained beyond 

individual project cycles (Ubels et al., 2010). A 2024 assessment found that only 41% of Indian-supported 

institutional partnerships in Ethiopia maintained full operational capacity five years after conclusion of formal 

support (Ethiopian Planning and Development Commission, 2024). 

Fourth, scale limitations constrain impact given Ethiopia's massive human capital development needs. While 

Indian programs benefit thousands of Ethiopians annually, comprehensive national capacity development requires 

orders of magnitude greater investment sustained over decades. Ethiopia requires an estimated 180,000 additional 

skilled professionals across priority sectors to achieve its development goals by 2030, while current Indian 

programs train approximately 2,500 Ethiopians annually (Ethiopian Ministry of Labour and Skills, 2024). 

Fifth, adaptation challenges emerge where Indian models and technologies transferred to Ethiopian context require 

modification to suit different institutional, cultural, and environmental contexts. Enhanced attention to contextual 

adaptation and co-creation of knowledge rather than simple transfer would strengthen outcomes (Nonaka & 

Takeuchi, 1995). 

Broader Implications for South-South Cooperation and African Development 

The India-Ethiopia capacity building partnership offers insights extending beyond bilateral relations to illuminate 

broader dynamics of South-South cooperation and African development. Several implications merit consideration 

regarding alternative development partnerships, emerging power engagement in Africa, and evolution of global 

development architecture. 

Alternative Development Partnership Models 

India's approach demonstrates viability of development cooperation models based on partnership rather than aid, 

horizontal rather than hierarchical relationships and demand-driven rather than donor-driven assistance. The 

emphasis on capacity building over financial transfers reflects understanding that sustainable development 

requires institutional capabilities and human resources rather than simply capital inflows (Chaturvedi & Mohan, 

2010). This model offers alternatives to both traditional Western development assistance—often criticized for 

conditionality and limited effectiveness—and Chinese engagement, characterized by infrastructure investment 

but sometimes limited emphasis on institutional capacity development (Kragelund, 2019; Brautigam, 2009). 

However, the India model should not be romanticized or presented as unproblematic alternative. Analysis reveals 

significant challenges regarding coordination, sustainability, and impact. India's approach reflects India's 

particular capabilities and constraints—substantial human resources and technical expertise but limited financial 

resources for large-scale infrastructure investment—rather than representing universally optimal development 

cooperation model (Price, 2019). 

Emerging Powers and Africa's Development Choices 

The expansion of India's engagement, alongside other emerging powers including China, Brazil, Turkey, and Gulf 

states, fundamentally transforms Africa's development partnership landscape. African nations, including Ethiopia, 

now possess unprecedented choice among development partners with diverse capabilities, approaches, and 

interests (Taylor, 2014). This diversification potentially enhances African agency, Enables selection of 

partnerships aligned with national priorities and negotiation from strengthened positions (Sidiropoulos, 2020). 
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Ethiopia's 2024 National Development Strategy explicitly references the benefits of partnership diversification, 

noting access to "complementary strengths" from different partners—Chinese infrastructure finance, Indian 

human capital development, Western technology transfer, and Turkish entrepreneurship training (Ethiopian 

Planning and Development Commission, 2024). 

Scholarship cautions against excessive optimism regarding emerging power engagement. Concerns include 

potential for debt accumulation through multiple partnership arrangements, limited coordination among diverse 

partners possibly resulting in fragmented development initiatives, and possibility that emerging powers' emphasis 

on non-interference and limited conditionality may reduce pressure for governance improvements and policy 

reforms (Mohan & Lampert, 2013; Carmody, 2013). Ethiopia's external debt increased from 23% of GDP in 2010 

to 37% in 2024, with approximately 18% owed to emerging power partners (IMF, 2024). 

Knowledge Networks and Epistemic Communities 

India's capacity building emphasis facilitates creation of transnational knowledge networks and epistemic 

communities linking Indian and Ethiopian professionals across sectors. Ethiopian alumni of Indian educational 

institutions and training programs constitute networks facilitating ongoing knowledge exchange, professional 

collaboration, and potentially business partnerships (Chaturvedi, 2012). These networks may prove more valuable 

long-term than specific skills acquired during training, creating channels for continuous learning and adaptation. 

The India-Ethiopia Alumni Association, established in 2016, has 3,700 members as of 2024 and has facilitated 

127 bilateral business partnerships and 43 research collaborations (India-Ethiopia Alumni Association, 2024). 

Such knowledge networks align with contemporary understanding of development as learning process rather than 

simple resource transfer (Morgan, 2006). They create possibilities for South-South knowledge circulation 

potentially generating innovations adapted to developing country contexts rather than simply replicating Northern 

models (Mkandawire, 2011). 

Global Development Architecture Transformation 

India's approach, alongside other emerging powers' engagement, contributes to ongoing transformation of global 

development architecture from OECD-dominated system toward more pluralistic arrangements incorporating 

diverse actors and approaches. This transformation raises questions regarding coordination, standards, and 

accountability in development cooperation (Mawdsley, 2012). 

India has explicitly positioned itself as voice for developing countries in global development governance, 

advocating for greater voice for developing countries in international financial institutions and for development 

cooperation frameworks respecting recipient sovereignty and priorities (Ministry of External Affairs, 2012). 

India's practice in Ethiopia and elsewhere provides empirical foundation for these normative positions, 

demonstrating alternative cooperation modalities. At the 2024 BRICS Summit in Kazan, India proposed 

establishing a South-South Development Cooperation Framework emphasizing knowledge sharing and 

institutional capacity building, with Ethiopia among 15 nations expressing interest in participation (BRICS 

Summit Declaration, 2024). 

Conclusion 

This analysis of India's capacity building approach in Ethiopia reveals a complex and evolving partnership 

embodying South-South cooperation principles while confronting practical challenges of development assistance 

delivery. India's engagement, characterized by emphasis on technical cooperation, knowledge sharing, demand-

driven assistance, and horizontal partnership, offers distinctive alternative to traditional development assistance 

models. The historical depth of India-Ethiopia relations, combined with shared developmental experiences and 

strategic convergence, creates favorable conditions for sustained cooperation.Institutional mechanisms including 

ITEC, educational scholarships, and sectoral partnerships have facilitated training of thousands of Ethiopian 
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professionals and institutional collaboration across multiple sectors. By 2024, over 18,000 Ethiopian professionals 

had received Indian training, 4,500 students had studied in Indian institutions, and bilateral cooperation had 

expanded to cover 23 distinct sectors (Ministry of External Affairs, 2024). Developmental outcomes, while 

difficult to comprehensively assess given methodological challenges, indicate valuable contributions to Ethiopia's 

human capital development and institutional strengthening. Challenges persist regarding sustainability, 

coordination, and scale. 

The case illuminates both possibilities and limitations of emerging power engagement in African development. 

India's approach demonstrates viability of partnership models emphasizing capacity building and knowledge 

transfer, aligned with contemporary understanding of development as requiring institutional capabilities and 

human resources beyond simply financial resources. The creation of knowledge networks and emphasis on 

experiential learning from shared developmental experiences offer valuable contributions to Ethiopia's 

development trajectory. As of 2024, 73% of Indian-trained Ethiopian professionals remained in positions directly 

utilizing their training, contributing to institutional memory and developmental continuity (Ethiopian Civil 

Service Commission, 2024). 

Significant challenges require attention like enhanced coordination mechanisms by Strengthened monitoring and 

evaluation systems, greater emphasis on sustainability and local ownership and increased attention to contextual 

adaptation. All these would strengthen program effectiveness. Realistic assessment of scale limitations relative 

to comprehensive national development needs must inform expectations regarding India's contribution. Ethiopia's 

2024 National Development Plan acknowledges that while Indian capacity building programs have been valuable, 

achieving comprehensive human capital development goals will require sustained domestic investment and 

partnerships with multiple international actors (Ethiopian Planning and Development Commission, 2024). 

Ethiopia's case demonstrates that India's capacity building engagement, while modest in quantitative terms relative 

to overall developmental needs, provides qualitatively valuable contributions through technical expertise, 

alternative developmental models, and diversification of partnership options. As India's economic capacity 

continues expanding—projected GDP growth of 6.3% annually through 2030 (IMF, 2024)—and as Ethiopia 

pursues ambitious developmental transformation, the bilateral capacity building partnership seems positioned for 

continued evolution and deepening. The 2024-2030 India-Ethiopia Strategic Partnership Framework, commits to 

doubling annual training slots and expanding cooperation into emerging sectors including artificial intelligence, 

renewable energy, and climate adaptation (Ministry of External Affairs, 2024). 

More broadly, this case contributes to understanding of how South-South cooperation operates practically, what 

distinctive features characterize emerging power engagement in Africa, and how global development architecture 

is being transformed through diversification of development partnerships. The India-Ethiopia case suggests that 

while emerging power engagement offers valuable alternatives and enhances African agency, it does not provide 

simple solutions to complex developmental challenges. Effective development cooperation, whether from 

traditional or emerging partners, requires sustained commitment, local ownership, institutional strengthening, and 

adaptation to local contexts. These principles apply across diverse partnership arrangements. 

As Africa navigates complex developmental challenges in an era of multiple global crises—climate change, 

technological disruption, and geopolitical realignment—the lessons from India-Ethiopia capacity building 

cooperation provide insights into forging partnerships that respect sovereignty, build enduring capabilities, and 

advance mutual interests through solidarity and shared learning. The future effectiveness of such partnerships will 

depend on continued commitment from both partners to learning from experience, adapting approaches based on 

evidence, and maintaining focus on sustainable developmental outcomes benefiting Ethiopian people and society. 

The path forward requires honest assessment of what works, acknowledgment of limitations, and willingness to 

innovate in pursuit of genuinely transformative development cooperation. 
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